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Each year in the third full weekend of October hun-
dred-thousands of Scouts and Guides all over the 
world exchange greetings, learn about each others 
country and 
culture, swap 
programme 
ideas and make 
new friends. 
The contacts 
between them 
are established 
by amateur ra-
dio stations. 
This Jamboree-
On-The-Air 
(JOTA) is the 
largest annual 
event for 
Scouts. 

 
 
 
Chaque année 
durant le troi-
sième week-end 
d'octobre, des 
centaines de milliers de Scouts et Guides dans le 
monde entier échangent des salutations, appren-
nent la culture des autres pays, se transmettent 
des idées de programme et se font des nouveaux 

amis, tout cela par contacts entre stations de ra-
dioamateurs. Ce Jamboree Sur Les Ondes (JSLO) 
est la plus grande manifestation annuelle du Scou-

tisme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cada año, durante 
el tercer fin de 
semana de octu-
bre, cientos de mi-
les de Scouts y 
Guías de todo el 
mundo se envían 
saludos, aprenden 
acerca de otros 
países y culturas, 
comparten ideas 
para el programa y 
establecen nuevas 
amistades. Estos 
jóvenes toman 
contacto mediante 

estaciones de radioaficionados. El Jamboree en el 
aire (JOTA) es el acontecimiento Scout anual más 
grande del mundo. 
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11.. FFRROOMM  YYOOUURR  EEDDIITTOORR  
What lies before you now is the impression of the 52nd 
Jamboree-On-The-Air. It is based on information that Na-
tional JOTA Organizers compiled and sent to the World 
Scout Bureau. Of course, the participating Scout groups 
all over the world provided the basic ingredients. Many 
thanks therefore, to all who sent information on their 
JOTA programme and adventures, for others to read and 
enjoy. 
 
We also used the input of the international web logs to 
compile this World JOTA Report, but only for those coun-
tries that do not have an active National JOTA Organizer 
(NJO). Of course, the web logs do not give a nationwide 
overview, but it is better than no JOTA story at all. Won-
der how we got all those beautiful pictures of Scout an-
tenna towers and QSL cards? Well, now you know.  
 
What’s in a name? Earlier in the year, European National 
JOTA Organizers and their team members met in Iceland 
for the tri-annual seminar. One of their remarks was that 
the newly proposed name and abbreviation for their func-
tion, National JOTA Coordinator or NJaC, was difficult to 
pronounce and work with. Since this comment was re-
peated in many reports, we decided to revert back to the 
NJO abbreviation as that seems more comfortable to use. 
 
Together with the National JOTA Reports, a survey was 
conducted amongst NJO’s, evaluating the flow of informa-
tion they receive from the World Scout Bureau. You will 
find its results in this JOTA report as well. 
 
Not only this one, but ALL World JOTA Reports are avail-
able on the Bureau’s web server. Look in the library on 
the radio-scouting pages.  
 
On to JOTA then. 
In view of the upcoming climate conference in Copenha-
gen last December, the JOTA had a climate challenge 
theme: the C3 challenge. It was intended to create 
awareness and trigger discussions amongst participants 
about environmental subjects. Whilst some countries re-
ported a lot of eye-catching activities with this JOTA 
theme, the overall response was modest. Not enough to 
make a separate chapter in this overview report, so re-
sults are shown in the country reports. 
 
The agreement to stop interference between the JOTA and 
the Worked All Germany contest (WAG) was again applied 
this year and worked reasonably well. The WAG contest 
maintained large contest-free sections on the 
teur radio bands. The Scout frequencies were in the 
clear.  
Some National JOTA Reports mentioned still heavy 
interference from occasional contest stations that 
were misinformed about the contest rules. The JOTA 
team has discussed this with the WAG organizers. 
Overall the interference is much less than in the past 
and the agreement is a good example of “peaceful 
co-existence” on the amateur-radio bands.  
 
The World Scout Bureau operated HB9S from the Sa-
tigny Scout centre with good results. If it weren’t the 
very modest propagation conditions, than it was cer-
tainly due to the enthusiasm of the crew and, once 
again, Günters special antenna system with spider 
beams on 40 m. 
The World Scout Bureau had invited several Scout 
groups from the surrounding area to enjoy the event 
with us. Unlike other years, we had a very lively 
“background QRM” this time. Thank you all, it was 
great to meet you live on the air.      
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A glimpse of the 52nd JOTA stories that we received from 
around the world: 
 Bolivia: 

Getting the contact with Brazil was really exciting, be-
cause we were with the press and we were waiting to 
contact one of our national stations, and in the key 
moment, the Scouts of Brazil appeared on the fre-
quency. 

Brazil: 
Every year, many stations have the same problem: 
the amateur radio antenna just falls down. Its very 
strange and not rare… but it’s funny. 

Estonia: 
A hydroelectric power generator was constructed made 
from car and bicycle parts. The generator was powered 
by a local unused water dyke. 

Germany: 
A very nice kit was born: a Morse beeper, which can 
be connected to a PC or wireless device. 

Guinea Bissau: 
A most interesting contact between the Secretary 
General of WOSM and the National Chief Scout to talk 
about the developments of Scouting in Guinea Bissau. 

Iceland: 
The programme began with a midnight swim with 69 
people in a Jacuzzi. 

Italy: 
An earthquake struck the town of l'Aquila in April. In 
October, many people still lived in tents! We had our 
JOTA station among these tents. We didn't manage 
many contacts, but we offered one more Scout event 
to those Scouts and Guides struck by the earthquake. 

Madagascar: 
A discussion on the climate change was held via radio 
between the training staff and the leaders. In parallel, 
a Guide was present in Copenhagen bringing thou-
sands of signatures of Scouts willing to engage in the 
challenge. 

Malta: 
Suddenly, the heavens opened up and rain fell in 
bucket full’s causing numerous technical problems 
such as “dead radios”. In the meantime, participants 
were shown a film on the effects of deforestation and 
climatic change, a presentation that encouraged a 
healthy discussion. 

Netherlands Antilles: 
A project called: Be prepared in case of a Calamity. 
Together with the Police, the Fire department, the lo-
cal Red Cross and also the radio amateurs. 

Netherlands: 
Some groups using communications equipment run-
ning from solar power. 

New Zealand: 
In fact, radio operations had to come to a halt several 
times, due to the noise level of the rain on the roof! 

Portugal: 
The Government and the Portuguese Telecom have 
published a new law where young people can achieve 
their licence at 12 years of age. 

Sweden: 
One of the boys had short swim in the lake and it was 
only about 8 degrees C in the water. As you under-
stand, this swimming was not meant to be….. 

Turkey: 
The experience of making a lamp powered with lemons 
which has enough power to run a radio. 
 

These are just a few of the highlights of the JOTA. The 
complete overview is in front of you now. We trust you 
enjoy the next pages. 
 
Richard Middelkoop, PA3BAR. 
Editor. 
4 January 2010. 
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22..  RRÉÉSSUUMMEENN  EESSPPAAÑÑOOLL    
Esta es la impresión sobre el 52 JOTA. Se basa en la in-
formación que los organizadores nacionales del han reco-
pilado y enviado a la Oficina Scout Mundial. Por supuesto, 
los grupos scouts que participan en todo el mundo propor-
cionan los ingredientes básicos. Muchas gracias por lo tan-
to, a todos los que enviaron información sobre su progra-
ma y aventuras durante el JOTA, para que otros lo puedan 
leer y disfrutar. También hemos usado la información col-
gada en la web para compilar este informe mundial del, 
pero sólo para aquellos países que no tienen un organiza-
dor nacional del JOTA. Por supuesto, los registros web no 
dan una visión general a nivel nacional, pero es mejor que 
ninguna historia sobre el JOTA. Preguntarse cómo conse-
guido las maravillosas fotos de torres de antenas Scout y 
tarjetas QSL… Bueno, ahora ya lo sabes. 
 
¿Qué hay en un nombre? A principios de año, los organi-
zadores europeos del JOTA y los miembros de su equipo, 
se reunieron en Islandia en el seminario trianual. Una de 
sus observaciones fueron nuevas propuestas para el nom-
bre y la abreviatura de su función, Coordinador Nacional 
de JOTA o NJAC, era difícil de pronunciar y trabajar con 
ellos. Dado que este comentario se repitió en muchos in-
formes, hemos decidido volver a la abreviatura NJO como 
que parece más cómodo de usar. 
Junto con los informes nacionales del JOTA, se realizó una 
encuesta entre los NJO, evaluando el flujo de la informa-
ción que reciben de la Oficina Scout Mundial. Vas a encon-
trar sus resultados en este informe. 
No solamente éste, sino todos los informes del JOTA están 
disponibles en el servidor web del Bureau. Busque las 
páginas de Radio Escultismo. 
 
A continuación, el JOTA:  
En vista de la próxima conferencia sobre el clima en Co-
penhague en diciembre pasado, la JOTA había un tema 
desafío climático: el desafío de C3. La intención era crear 
conciencia y provocar discusiones entre los participantes 
sobre temas de medio ambiente. Mientras que algunos 
países informaron de una gran cantidad de atractivas acti-
vidades con este tema de JOTA, la respuesta general fue 
modesta. No es suficiente para hacer un capítulo aparte 
en este informe general, por lo que los resultados se 
muestran en los informes de cada país.  
 
El acuerdo para detener la interferencia entre la JOTA y el 
concurso de Alemania (WAG), fue solicitado de nuevo este 
año y se ha trabajado razonablemente bien. El concurso 
WAG mantuvo grandes secciones libres sobre las bandas 
de radioaficionado. Las frecuencias Scout estaban sin usar 
en el WAG. 
Algunos informes nacionales mencionan interferen-
cias ocasionales del WAG, ya que fueron mal infor-
mados sobre las reglas del concurso. El equipo de 
JOTA ha hablado de esto con los organizadores 
WAG. En general, la interferencia es mucho menor 
que en el pasado y el acuerdo es un buen ejemplo 
de la "coexistencia pacífica" en las bandas de ra-
dioaficionado. 
 
La Oficina Scout Mundial HE8S operó desde el centro 
Scout Satigny con buenos resultados. El entusiasmo 
del equipo de radio superó las dificultades de una 
pésima propagación y, una vez más, el sistema de 
antenas de Günter nos ayudó con creces. 
La Oficina Scout Mundial había invitado a varios 
grupos de scouts de la zona circundante a disfrutar 
del evento con nosotros. A diferencia de otros años, 
tuvimos un muy animado "QRM de fondo" esta vez. 
Gracias a todos, es estupendo saber que las ondas 
están “vivas”. 
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Un vistazo de las historias 52 JOTA que hemos recibido de 
todo el mundo: 
Bolivia:  

E contacto con Brasil, fue realmente emocionante, 
porque estábamos con la prensa y nos estaban espe-
rando ponerse en contacto con una de nuestras esta-
ciones nacionales, y en el momento clave, los Scouts 
de Brasil aparecieron en frecuencia.  

Brasil:  
Cada año, muchas estaciones tienen el mismo proble-
ma: la antena de radio aficionado “simplemente” se 
cae. Es muy extraño pero no es raro... es divertido.  

Estonia:  
Se construyó un generador de energía hidroeléctrica a 
partir de coches y piezas de bicicleta. El generador es-
taba propulsado por un salto de agua en desuso. 

Alemania:  
Un kit muy bonito: un zumbador de Morse, que puede 
ser conectado a un PC o un dispositivo inalámbrico.  

Guinea Bissau:  
El contacto más interesante fue entre el Secretario 
General de la OMMS y el Jefe Scout Nacional para 
hablar sobre la evolución del Movimiento Scout en 
Guinea Bissau.  

Islandia:  
El programa comenzó con un baño a medianoche con 
69 personas en un jacuzzi.  

Italia: 
Un terremoto sacudió la ciudad de L'Aquila, en abril. 
En octubre, muchas personas siguen viviendo en tien-
das de campaña. Tuvimos nuestra estación de JOTA 
entre estas tiendas de campaña. No hemos conseguido 
muchos contactos, pero ofrecimos un evento Scout a 
los scouts y guías afectada por el terremoto.  

Madagascar:  
Un debate sobre el cambio climático se llevó a cabo a 
través de radio entre el personal de formación y los di-
rigentes. En paralelo, un guía estuvo presente en Co-
penhague, llevando a miles de firmas de los Scouts 
que deseen participar en el desafío.  

Malta:  
De repente, los cielos se abrieron y llovió a mares, 
causando numerosos problemas técnicos, tales como 
las "radios muertas". Mientras tanto, a los participan-
tes se les mostró una película sobre los efectos de la 
deforestación y el cambio climático, una presentación 
para  fomentar un debate saludable.  

Antillas Holandesas:  
Un proyecto denominado “Esté preparado en caso de 
un desastre”. Junto con la Policía, el Departamento de 
Bomberos, la Cruz Roja local y también los radioaficio-
nados. 

Países Bajos:  
Algunos grupos que utilizaron equipos de comunica-
ciones propulsados por energía solar. 

Portugal:  
El Gobierno y Telecomunicaciones de Portugal, han 
publicado una nueva ley donde los jóvenes pueden 
conseguir su licencia a los 12 años de edad. 

Suecia:  
Uno de los muchachos tuvo un “rápido baño” en el la-
go a 8 grados centígrados. Como ustedes compren-
derán, esta piscina no estaba destinada bañarse… 

Turquía:  
La experiencia de hacer una lámpara alimentada con 
limones, tiene poder suficiente para hacer funcionar 
una radio.  

 
Estos son sólo algunos de los aspectos más destacados de 
JOTA. La descripción completa se encuentra delante de tí 
ahora. Confiamos en que disfrutes de las siguientes pági-
nas. 
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33..  HHOOWW  MMUUCCHH  AANNDD  HHOOWW  MMAANNYY  ??  
 
How many Scouts were part of the 52nd Jamboree-On-The-Air? Does it really matter? Some would say “no”, for as long as a 
couple of Scouts have fun with their radio contacts, it is all worthwhile. Others will say “yes”, because we have to convince 
our supporters that this Jamboree is not just an occasional activity, but something that really offers a world-wide coverage 
with many, many Scouts and therefore a must to be a part of.  Whatever the case, all the numbers and statistics taken from 
the received national reports are available for you on the next pages.  

 

For the 52nd JOTA, Scout radio stations operated from: 

 
*: National report received and quoted in this World JOTA Report.   
w: No national report received but information quoted from the international web log. 
country underlined: non-licensed Scouts are allowed to speak themselves by radio.   
number: the number of other countries that was contacted.    
 
To arrive at a reliable estimate of the total number of 
ticipants, some statistics are needed, since not all the 
countries have sent a JOTA report. These statistics are 
based on the average participation numbers of the 

tries that did sent us a report, on the membership number 
of each Scout  Association as registered at the World 
Scout Bureau and on the list of countries that were re-
ported as being active in the event (in the table above). 
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Guide participation has been added to the Scout numbers, 
except where the Association in the reporting country is a 
SAGNO. In the latter case the Guide participation is 
lated using the registered 
ship figures from WAGGGS. Add it 
all up and you get the total par-
ticipation numbers. 
 
For the third year in a row, all 
national JOTA stories we re-
ceived were sent via email !! 
Some Associations even sent 
us a back-up copy via postal 
mail, with a CD included.  
  
The electronic report form was 
less popular this year. We 
added an extra page for the re-
sults of the C3 challenge, but that compli-
cated the form too much. Also, forms were only made 
available via the NJO web site and no longer included with 
the JOTA circular on paper. We will evaluate if that is a 
good approach; maybe we do not 
reach all NJO’s with the elec-
tronic version of the circular 
and the report forms. Still we 
received the forms with 70% 
of all reports. 
 
The report deadline was 
maintained at 15 Decem-
ber, based on the good 
results from last year. 
Since all info is now re-
ceived via electronic 
ways, it saves consid-
erably on the postal de-
livery time. It has the 
added advantage that reports 
can be processed over the Christmas holidays 
and consequently this World JOTA Report is available a lot 
sooner in January.  
To note from the address list in the back of this report, 
that almost all National JOTA Organizers now have an 

email address themselves too. This certainly helps the 
ease and speed of information exchange.  
 

Of all the JOTA stations, 80 % are in coun-
tries that do allow Scouts to 
speak themselves directly 
over the radio, which varies 
somewhat over the past few 
years. But this is mainly due 
to the detailed info we receive 
in reports and not to changes 
in the actual situation. In gen-
eral, once “on-air” privileges 
have been granted to the 
Scouts, they are not withdrawn 
later on. 
National radio-licensing Authori-

ties are more and more flexible 
in allowing this special facility to 

Scouts. If your country does not 
have this facility yet, please contact the World Scout Bu-
reau so we can see how we can best assist you in discus-

sion with your National radio-licensing authorities. 
 
The J-code (a uni-
versal abbrevia-
tion language in-
troduced to over-
come the lan-
guage barrier and 
now available in 
12 different lan-
guages) was used 
by 40 % of all 
countries, which is 
a sharp rise over 
last year. 
Echolink was used 
by 42% of all sta-

tions and is increas-
ingly popular in coun-

tries with easy internet access and in 
times of less favourable radio propagation conditions. 
Over the past 5 years, the use of Echolink for JOTA has 
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steadily grown as you can see from the participation 
graph. This also accounts for an increase in the number of 
participating countries. We reached an absolute record of 
141 this year ! 
 
The graph below gives you  the number of participating 
Scouts and Guides as a percentage of the total member-
ship in their country.  
Using a relative number makes it easier to compare the 
participation in different countries. Please note that we 
have used a logarithmic scale in this graph. That means 
that both small and large numbers can be displayed in the 
same picture. In comparing them, please read the scale 

numbers. JOTA is not a competition and these figures 
merely indicate that there are differences in interest, or-
ganization and reporting in these countries. Local circum-
stances can vary quite a bit. Quite a few countries are in 
the 1 to  10 % range, with some clearly above that: Bra-
zil, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles, Oman, Portugal and 
Sudan are clearly strong players in JOTA. 
 
 
 
 

Percentage of all Scouts in a given country that took part in the 52nd JOTA. (Note: logarithmic scale !) 
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44..  JJOOTTAA’’SS  HHIISSTTOORRYY..  
A complete overview of 50 years JOTA history has been 
written by Les Mitchell, the JOTA originator, Len Jarrett, 
the former World JOTA Organizer and Richard Middelkoop, 
the current World JOTA Organizer. The book: "CQ Jambo-
ree, 50 years of Scouting's Jamboree-on-the-Air" has 
been published in February 2008 (ISBN 978-90-812601-

1-4) as a limited edition. In the mean time, this edition is 
completely sold out; possibilities for a reprint are being 
explored. 
This page takes you back in time 50, 40, 25 and 10 years, 
to days of bulky equipment and pioneering radio. 
From CQ Jamboree, we read the following: 
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55..  JJOOTTAA  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN  SSUURRVVEEYY  
 
A survey was held amongst National JOTA Organizers 
(NJO’s) to review the flow of information that the World 
Scout Bureau sends them for JOTA. The main aim was to 
evaluate if NJO’s are still comfortable with what they re-
ceive and to look for possible improvements. The past de-
cennium has seen some drastic changes in ways that in-
formation is distributed for the JOTA event. Whereas in 
past years everything was sent printed on paper, we now 
have reverted more and more to electronic distribution.  
The results below are from 3 different sources: a survey 
held amongst participants at the 8th European Radio-
Scouting and Internet seminar in Iceland in 

the spring of 2009, an on-line survey conducted amongst 
registered NJO’s and a survey amongst those NJO’s that 
have sent a national JOA report of the 52nd JOTA. To note, 
that these three surveys were done amongst a group of 
NJO’s that has easy access to on-line media. The results 
must be evaluated in this context, as there could be dif-
ferences with NJO’s relying more on the printed versions 
of the JOTA information. 
The survey asked 5 questions. The answers form 61 NJO’s 
are as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. How would you like to receive the World 
JOTA Report? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How would you like to receive JOTA in-
formation? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When do you need the first in-
formation on the next JOTA so that 
you can publish it in time for the 
participants in your country? 
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4. When do you need to receive the 
World JOTA Report so that you can 
present the overview of the event 
to interested parties? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In what language do you need to re-
ceive the JOTA information? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the results the following conclusions 
appear: 
 
85% of the National JOTA Organizers would like to receive 
the World JOTA Report  in electronic form. The remaining 
15% prefers the printed, black-white report. As for JOTA 
event information, 93% of the NJO’s choose an electronic 
information circular on a web site or via email. This is in 
line with the survey audience, being a group of NJO’s that 
has easy access to internet. An additional survey will be 
held amongst those NJO’s in countries where the infra-
structure is less developed to evaluate any differences 
with the above results. 
 
What is really quite surprising is the moment at which 
NJO’s need the JOTA info to be able to distribute this to 
interested parties and participating groups. We expected 
that with the electronic means of information distribution, 
the publication deadlines could be relaxed somewhat. 
However, the NJO’s indicated that they need it even 
sooner !! The JOTA info circular is needed by the end of 
April by 57% of all NJO’s. Even 32% needs it no later than 
the end of March. It became also clear that sending 
anything to NJO’s after May, will only reach 27% of the 
targeted group, not more. So this would be rather use-
less.   
As for the World JOTA Report, a similar picture arises: 
58% of the NJO’s needs it by end of February; and we 
certainly should not send it in April or later as that will 
reach less than 22% of its audience. 

Looking at these results, we must realize that those NJO’s 
that rely entirely on the printed material will need it even 
sooner since it will take them longer to distribute. The 
question arises how much sooner info can be made avail-
able as there is an obvious relation with how up-to-date 
things can be. A JOTA event taking place in October does 
currently have its theme’s and material produced in March 
/ April and we clearly need to bring that forward. In the 
past we presented the first basic info with theme’s and 
logo in at the end of the World JOTA Report of the previ-
ous edition. Looking at the above results that seems like a 
sensible approach to re-introduce. Something we will look 
into. 
 
The differences in languages has always been an interest-
ing challenge in an international event like the JOTA. 
However, with most NJO’s being technically oriented, Eng-
lish appears to be the dominant language for 86% of the 
NJO’s. From the other 4 languages that are used within 
WOSM, Spanish clearly stands out. Consequently, we have 
added a Spanish summary again to this World JOTA Re-
port and will look into offering more material translated 
into Spanish in the future.  
 
In parallel to this survey, we also looked at some trends in 
the received report material and participation to see if 
that would match the results of the survey. To do this on 
a country level seems less meaningful as there are quite 
some variations over the years. We made an attempt to 
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look at trends per WOSM Region then. The following is 
based on the information collected since 1990 when we 
began electronic processing of the received National JOTA 
Reports. Some 20 years of data are available. From the 
database of received JOTA reports we have presented  
the reported number of participants and the number of 
reports we received from countries in that Region.  
 
To note that we used only the bare number of actually re-
reported figures here, so this is not a statistical estimate 
of the total participation in the Region. Using bare num-
bers does, however, give a good representation of the ac-
tivity amongst the countries in that particular Region. For 
easy of comparison and to see the trends, we used the 
values in 1990 as the 100% mark. So we can see devel-
opments all related to the 1990 start point. 
 
The orange line shows the in- or 
decrease in the reported num-
ber of participants, the blue line 
presents the received National 
JOTA Reports. Note that some of 
the graphs have different scales. 
 
These 20 years of data show us the following trends per 
Region: 
 
In Africa the participation varies quite a bit over the 
years; however, the average of the orange line is almost 
horizontal, meaning we have today about the same youth 
participation as a decade or two ago. There is a clear de-
creasing trend in the received event reports though. To 
note that most reporting nowadays is done via email and 
internet, and this facility is less available in Africa. The 
question arises if that would also mean that (electronically 
distributed) JOTA information actually does not reach the 
interested Scout groups. 
 
Asia-Pacific shows a varying, but slowly increasing num-
ber of received reports over the years. To the contrary, 
the JOTA participation in the region is clearly decreasing 
steadily, with a sharp 75% decrease since 1998. China, 
Malaysia and Japan are still the most active JOTA coun-
tries in the region. 
 
Quite the opposite we see in the Arab Region: an enor-
mous increase in participation since 2004. Reporting dou-
bled over the decades but Scout participants really 
peaked. Enthusiastic JOTA organizers in mainly Oman, 
Sudan, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are at the basis of this. 
The large increase in the use of the Echolink system also 
comes from the Arab region. 
 
Europe has the most stable JOTA baseline, although it 
does vary a bit, the same level of activity was seen over 
the years. The early nineties of last century saw the ad-
vent of many new countries in Eastern-Europe that joined 
in JOTA with quite varying results in the beginning. The 
last decade, JOTA had a stable interest among European 
Scouts. 
 
Participation in the Inter-America region is clearly more 
volatile, but with an increasing trend: on the average it 
tripled over the two decades. At the same time, however, 
the received reports diminished slowly but steadily. 
Would this be related also to the reporting structure over 
internet, which is less available in parts of the region? 
 
To complete the picture, in case you are interested in 
how JOTA participants are divided over the 5 WOSM Re-
gions, below are the graphs of 1990 and 2009. There has 
been a clear shift over the past 20 years: the diminished 
participation in Asia-Pacific has largely been taken over 
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by a good increase in the Inter-America and Arab Regions. 
Of course, these are all just numbers and trends. What 
really matters is that the participating Scouts had fun in 

taking part and enjoyed a learning experience in contact-
ing their brother Scouts in other parts of the world. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

66..  JJOOTTAA  iimm--pprreessss--iioonn 

 
The JOTA is a major public-relations event for the Scout Movement as well. There is a large number of visitors that gets 
acquainted with JOTA and Scouting each year. The event also catches the attention of local and national authorities, as they 
are often asked to deliver the official national opening speech. Add all the media coverage of the JOTA to that and you have 
ample opportunity to promote Scouting. 
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77..  TTHHEE  5522NNDD  JJOOTTAA  AARROOUUNNDD  TTHHEE  WWOORRLLDD  
 
Note: Indicated per country you will find the numbers of participants, of JOTA radio stations and the number of different 
countries that were contacted. A question mark “?” indicates that the numbers were not available in the national report. For 
countries without a national JOTA organizer, information is presented from the web logs of individual Scout groups. 
 

Argentina (LU) 
Argentine kids contacted Scouts in 
Peru by Echolink; they camped on 
the top of a hill and commented on 

the cold, as they were hav-
ing a lot of snow. 
Other Scouts has set up 
their station on top of the 
water tank of their group. 
On Echolink, Argentina had 
set up a conference node, 
JOTA-LU, for Spanish-
speaking contacts. During 
Saturday night we listened 
to Scouts in Australia in 
contact with Scouts in 
Oman and WOSM in Ge-
neva. Without forgetting 
the great help of Vicroe 
EA8HQ on the Canary Is-
lands. 
The Scout philatelist group 
issued an special stamp, like each year, which the Argen-
tine Mail uses on all mailings form a specific city. This year 
its was the naval base Porte Belgrano in the region of 
Buenos Aires. This is the home of the oldest sea-Scout 
group in South-America, Admiral Guillermo Brown (1915). 
Strengthen the use of Echolink, writes Alejandro Afonso, 
because it enables a good communication with only small 
portable equipment. 

Austria (OE) 
Ernst Tomaschek tells us that 2 
Guides from Indonesia asked 
many things about Austria. After 
the answer to the question  „How 

old are you?“, a short break and „Ooh, you are old!“ - This 
was a very funny and long QSO. 

 

For the 21st time the Scout group „Perchtoldsforf“ took 
part in the Jamboree on the Air with OE3P. This year the 
set up of the antennas in the „Wienerwald“ was no prob-
lem. The „Roverrotte Kammerstein“ was climbing up the 
highest trees, near the mountain shelter called „Teufel-
steinhütte“ and assembled the wire aerial (FD4) in best 
time. Still at daylight the 2nd aerial for short wave (G5PV) 
and an aerial for 2m were set up and operative.  

The weather was terrible during the set up. High Wind, 
low temperatures, rain and snow complicated the assem-
bly of the aerials – but finally it was done on Friday. 
First QSO was with RA6, Dagestan. The receiving condi-
tions for DX were very good; we heard many stations 

from Japan, Canada and other American sta-
tions, but it was a little bit harder to work 
them. The farthest QSO was with the virgin 
islands; the shortest QSO with OE1J in Vi-
enna. 
 
12 Guides and “Späher“ (2nd age class in Aus-
tria, age from 10-13 years) walked / climbed 
up to the mountain shelter and stayed over 
night at the shelter and the station. In small 
groups they were waiting for a chance to a 
QSO with other German speaking Scouts and 
stations. Fortunately the English-speaking 
stations took time for a longer conversation 
with the 2nd operators. Beautiful remem-
brance of the operator Dieter OE3DBU to a 
QSO with Oliver, GB2LC, a station in Linnet 
Clough, a campground near Manchester: 23 

years ago he was Scout leader and had a summer camp 
with his Scouts there. 
Additional to the JOTA there was also a night hike on the 
program this weekend. On Sunday the „Wichtel and 
Wölflinge“ (1st age class in Austria, age from 7-10 years) 
crammed the mountain shelter and the JOTA Station. - Af-
ter some nice contact with German-speaking Scouts they 
also took part with the Guides and Späher together in a 
terrain game. A Scout leader from Luxembourg visited the 
group of Dieter in the Teufelsteinhütte. The Scout leader 
participates every year on the Jamboree on the Air. A few 
days before he read the regional newspapers with the ar-
ticle of the JOTA in the mountain shelter. 

Bolivia (HK) 
The National Service for rural tele-
communications supported the 

JOTA activities with equipment. The National Chairman of 
Rural Telecommunication Dr. Carlos Soruco, came to visit 
our headquarters of the JOTA 2009. 

Scouts at the Senater Centre. 
 
 

participants: 640 

stations: 26 

countries: 26 

participants: 31 

stations: 9 

countries: 28 

from the weblog 

Dieter and his team in the Teufelsteinhütte. 
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One of our three radios, next to it we have the J card, 
summarizing the J-code, the Q-Code and all the World 
Scout Frequencies for the JOTA. 
 

 
Improvised shelter for the JOTA night…. 

 
Getting the contact with Brazil was really exciting, be-
cause we were that moment with the press and we were 
waiting to have contact with one of our national stations, 
and in the key moment, the Scouts of Brazil appeared on 
the frequency. The national Television witnessed that 
moment and the Scouts could send a message to all the 
Bolivian audience. 

Brazil (PY) 
As Brazil used to be a country 
with no great natural disasters, it 
was almost incredible to realise 
that the south region was experi-

encing tornados and damages. Talk with then was a mix 
of interest and fear. The activities were up to date in this 
subject and it was amazing, writes Ronan Augusto 
Reginatto 

Every year, at the beginning of 
JOTA activities, many stations 
have the same problem: the 
amateur radio antenna just 
falls down. Its very strange 
and not rare… but it’s funny. 
The suggested program for this 
year was very interesting and 
it makes Scouts feel them-
selves an important part of the 
world. Let’s keep this idea. 
Specific programs for Cubs, 
Scouts and Rovers were very 

helpful. During the whole weekend, we gave to all partici-
pants and special chance to talk each other, mostly with 
the same range of age. Because of it, they talk the same 
language and they did discuss about climate changes and 
our responsibility. They also had chance to understand the 
importance of The Scout Movement participation in this 
process that tries to recover nature and the environment. 
Now they are more prepared to face natural disasters and 
work to avoid global warming.   
Off course our stations could and should be more friendly 
to the environment, but all activities gave us a chance to 
discuss about it and to find adjustable solutions for our 
reality. 

 
“Did you like the food last night? 

China (BV) 
The JOTA weekend received a quite 
good media coverage, writes Chang 
Wen-Shing. Scout Magazine also 
published a special issue showing 

all the activities during that weekend. 
The General Association of the Scouts of China also set up 
a JOTA station, using call sign BV0BSC, in its HQ buildings 
in Taipei, serving as the central station to call the JOTA 
station island wide. 
At the JOTA station in the Taipei Ming-Shen Community, 
the staff organized many JOTA activities for Scouts, in-
cluding radio contact, fox hunting and QSL card display.  
Scouts and even cub Scouts had the chance to speak to 
the radio under the instruction of hams. This station also 
designed its own JOTA activities badges; they used the 
concept of Ying and Yang to represent JOTA and JOTI ac-
tivities. If you finished all the games, you got two badges 
and they can be joined as one big round badge. 
BW0S also operated in Miao-Li City, the station organized 
a JOTA camp for the 
weekend. Scouts 
also had the 
chance to take 
merit badges 
by participating 
in JOTA activi-
ties. 
We thank Mr. 
Echo Wang, 
BV2QB, Secre-
tary General of 
Chinese Taipei 
Amateur Radio 
League 
(CTARL) for 
coordinating 
CTARL mem-
bers with local 
Scout councils in setting up JOTA stations.   

participants:12059 

stations: 192 

countries: 27 

participants: 640 

stations: 26 

countries: 20 

 
“Hi, I am Paolo from Brazil…..” 
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My first Morse-code contact….. 

 

Czech Republic (OK) 
The 52nd JOTA proceeded in the 
spirit of the celebration of the 120th 
anniversary of Karel Ort after whom 
our Old Scout Club is named, 

writes Jan Havelka. Karel Ort was a pioneer in the 
field of wireless transmission of human voice 
in the year 1908. His experiments took 
place in the proximity of our jamboree loca-
tion. In fact he was the first Czech radio 
amateur. 
This year we were able to contact 78 Scout 
stations from all continents during the JOTA 
event. In many contacts we had conversation 
with young Scouts and Guides from different JOTA 
Scout troops.  
Our CQ calls were answered by many stations from 
different countries and states, we worked all US 
states including Hawaii and Alaska. One of the memo-
rable contacts was with a station from an Antarctic 
base. All in all we managed to complete 248 contacts. 
Many stations were instructed to participate with local 
Scouts in the 53rd JOTA. 
The bad weather allowed only limited outdoor activities, 
however inside some very tasty meals were prepared.   
We hope to work you all next year again from OK1GW/J 
says Jan. 

Ecuador (HC) 
HC6NAK operated with 70 partici-
pants from the Tungurahua district. 

The chief of the Ecuadorian delegation achieved to have 
10 stations nationwide in Ecuador taking part in JOTA. 

 
“….oh, this is scary. What do I say now….?” 

Estonia (ES) 
For the ES3JOTA station the most 
exciting contact was a QSO with 
DP9S, writes Deivis Treier. DP9S 
was the German National Jamboree 

Station. 
ES4JOTA in Rakvere made contact with Madagascar. This 
was the farthest point from Estonia, really exotic. 
Most funny situation was to listen Portuguese Scouts at 
HE8S, World Scout Bureau singing to Scouts in Greece. It 
was really funny and great at the same time. It helped our 
junior Scouts to understand friendship of Scouting all over 
the World. Our junior Scouts felt like these Scout were in 
same room irrespective of thousands of kilometres be-
tween them. 
 
Estonia participated in the C3 challenge with action nr 1 
(Help your JOTA radio station to become a "green" radio 
station. Is your radio station environmentally friendly? 
Can you reduce the carbon footprint of the radio station?) 
During the preparation period, a demon-
strative hydroelectric power generator 
was constructed and launched dur-

ing the JOTA weekend. The 
generator were made from 
car and bicycle parts. The 
generator was powered by 
a local unused water 
dyke.  
Keep going! JOTA is a 
fantastic experience 
for all Scouts and 
Guides, concludes 
Deivis. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
JOTA antennas in the snow in Estonia. 

 

Finland (OH) 
A few stations were surprised and 
proud to have made contact to the 
WOSM-station, writes Banda. He 
also says: ”at least in Finland it is 

hard enough to have stations to work JOTA, so things like 
C3 are far too special for us”. 

participants: ? 

stations: 1 
countries: 78 

from the weblog 

participants: 48 

stations: 6 

countries: 33 

participants: 111 

stations: 18 
countries: 24 
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Germany (DL) 
As in recent years, this year the 3 
German RdP associations jointly 
managed the preparation and im-
plementation of the Jamboree on 

the Air (JOTA). 
This year Lars Weimar (BdP) stepped back. We thank Lars 
for his years of dedication to the JOTA, write Jochen Su-
lovsky (DPSG) and Christian Bischoff (VCP).  

This year there was a major highlight of the summer: the 
national camp of the BdP. There, too, a station was built. 
Under the call sign DP9S, a 6-member team from 4 na-
tions could be heard on the amateur frequencies for 10 
days. There were, among other things, activities with ava-
lanche transceivers and one could register for 
soldering the light tinker. 
The German-JOTA-JOTI badge was 
created this year by Oliver 
Mahn of the VCP in 
Mainz in the form 
of a puzzle. 
For the JOTA a 
very nice kit was 
born. It was a 
Morse beeper, 
which can be 
connected to a PC 
or wireless device. 
Many thanks to 
Klaus (DF3GU), who 
developed this. 
There was again a 
headquarter station in 
which the Ring's NJO’s 
met for the weekend and 
from there directed the ac-
tivities. There are some ac-
tivities planned in advance, like 
the communication and the Sked game.  
Again on Saturday the German Sked was held, carried out 
by the headquarters station in Amberg. The control station 
called radio stations from Germany, Switzerland and Aus-
tria. Reception in the whole of Germany was good. For a 
very large part of the success we have to thank the local 
branch Amberg, who had once again provided excellent 
equipment. 
Every year there is an action "Peace Light". This year 
there were also some radio stations from Germany in-
volved.  
In summary this year's JOTA we would see as a complete 
success, conclude Jochen and Christian.  

Greece (SV) 

Costas Theologis 
writes that the most 
exciting contact was 
with the World Scout 
Bureau and with 
Greek Scouts in Aus-
tralia. 

Guinea Bissau (J5) 
We were about 120 Scouts (from 
cubs to leaders) and we took part 
both on Saturday and Sunday.  
José Araujo (CT1DSV), national 

Jamboree organizer of the AEP (Portuguese Scout Associa-
tion), wrote that AEP supported the participation of Scouts 
from Guinea Bissau; the first time ever that they had the 
possibility to participate in the event. In due time was re-
quested a special 
call sign for this 
special Scout sta-
tion (J5S), and 
the radio setup 
was just a laptop, 
a small portable 
TS480 with 100w 
and a dipole. José 
explained the 
purpose of the 
JOTA weekend 
and made about 

200 radio con-
tacts with Africa, 
Europe and 
America, both via radio and Echolink. One of the most in-
teresting contacts was with the World Bureau station 
(HE8S), made between the Secretary General of WOSM 
and the National Chief Scout when they had the opportu-
nity to talk about the developments of Scouting in Guinea 
Bissau. José was the only one who could make radio con-
tacts. So, he 
was perma-
nently in a 
hurry working 
on radio but 
this was an 
amazing 
weekend for 
the young 
people from 
Guinea Bissau 
but also for 
himself. 
This Scout Association is in the process of being recog-
nized and becoming a WOSM member. 

Hong Kong (VR2) 
Simon Ho wites: during the open-
ing ceremony, the Guest of Honour 
pressed a button to send a mes-
sage to Twitter, but at that time, 

tons of twits came up from the guest and the staff and the 
Guest of Honour’s twit was pumped off from the screen. 
 
For the C3 Challenge, we required all substation to initiate 
the discussion with all people they can connect via the ra-
dio about what actions they can do to reduce your envi-
ronmental footprint. Countries that we have contacted 
including Malaysia, Singapore, and Japan. 

participants:1180 

stations: 83 

countries: 41 

participants:1573 

stations: 16 
countries: 30 

participants: 120 

stations: 1 

countries: ? 

participants:3531 

stations: 13 
countries: 10 

José running Echolink radio contacts 
from J5S. 

“….sag mal, wann warst Du zum lezten Mal ans Lager-
feurer…..?” 
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All substations have been required to 
submit a report on an environmental 
problem found close to the JOTA radio 
station and a possible action to 
prove the situation (no further details 
of the results available in the JOTA 
report). 

 

 

 
“…connect pin 7 to the yellow lead……”    

 

Iceland (TF) 
Þór Þórisson writes: the JOTA 
weekend in Smiðjudagar  started 
with a travel out of the capital and 
to a small town called Garður which 

is close to Keflavik International Airport. 
The pro-
gramme be-
gan with a 
midnight swim 
where we had 
69 people in a 
Jacuzzi, it is 
done every 
year.  
After the 
swimming we 
started but we 

had some technical issues with JOTA so we could not con-
nect to anyone until Saturday afternoon. We had some ac-
tivities instead. Saturday morning we had some really fun 
activities like abseiling down a 23 m high lighthouse and 
there were about 75 of the 100 Scouts that participated in 
that activity. We also took a look at Garður‘s Museum and 

had lunch 
there. After the 
lunch we did all 
sorts of activi-
ties, for exam-
ple: Making lol-
lies, making 
Turkish head 
knot, making 
Thor’s ham-
mers out of tin. 
Building LEGO 
where 2 Scouts 
make a team 
where one has 
the drawing 
and the other 
one has the 
LEGO and they 

connected through a VHF radio. 
After the dinner we had a little campfire without 
the fire. After the campfire we had a disco, and 
everybody had a great time. 

Sunday noon we cleaned the house we stayed in,  
and went home after a good weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Indonesia (YB) 
The Kwarcab Scout grpoup took 
part in JOTA with  YF5ZZE in 

Batam. 
A seminar was held about ORARI by YE5TX, on how to 
make an antenna by YC5OCL and on Echolink by YF5SX. 
 

 
Our official JOTA picture. 

Italy (I) 
The Scouts from Liguria enjoyed 
their contact with Brazil. It was a 
long distance contact (DX) after 
many hours of such heavy noise! 

Scouts were amazed to chat so far away in a so clear fre-
quency, says Gino Lucrezi. 
A 6.3 magnitude earthquake struck the town of l'Aquila on 
April 6, 2009. In October, many people still lived in tents! 
We had our JOTA station among these tents, in the tent 

participants: 70 

stations: 2 
countries: 18 

from the weblog 

participants: 830 

stations: 12 

countries: 46 

Radio-Scouting kitchen table ready 
for “dinner”. 

 

“yes, I finished installing the an-
tenna; I am coming down 

now…..” 
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city of the village of San Vittorino. We invited the Scouts 
and guides from the groups of l'Aquila, both from AGESCI 
and from CNGEI. We didn't manage many contacts, but 
we offered one more Scout event to those Scouts and 
guides struck by the earthquake. 

 
“…and if I push this button I can transmit your voice….” 

 
It should also be mentioned that due to quake relief op-
erations many Scouts (and many radio operators) had 
been very busy in the earlier months. This might explain 
why I got less reports this year than the previous one (ei-
ther they were too busy to have a JOTA-JOTI station, or 
they organized it but were too busy to report). 
No station reported taking part in the C3 challenge. How-
ever, one station had a lemon-powered lamp. 

 
Ready for the next chat on the radio. 

 

Japan (JA) 
The longest Scout radio contact was 
made by the 33rd Akita Scout 
Group at JE7YSS over a distance of 
30,500km with the Linnet Clough 

Camp Centre in Manchester, United Kingdom via the 
South Pole, writes Yoritake Matsudaira.   
Before the event, the Scout Association of Japan (SAJ) cir-

culated the information to 
Scouts and leaders 
through Local Scout 
Councils and Scouting 
magazines as well as via 
the web site.  After the 
event, SAJ presented a 
memorial QSL card and 
badge to all the partici-

pants. 
During the 52nd JOTA, JA1YSS was operated at the Na-
tional Headquarters of SAJ in Mitaka-city, Tokyo. Although 
bad radio conditions made contacts with overseas includ-
ing APR countries a challenge, the station succeeded to 
contact around 100 stations in Japan and overseas. Scout 
stations in Akita, Ibaragi, Saitama, Chiba, Kanagawa, Ai-
chi, Shiga, Nara, Yamaguchi, Kumamoto and Okinawa 
Scout councils enthusiastically contacted, using Echolink 
for easy communication. Especially, they tried to promote 
that SAJ hosts the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in Yama-
guchi in 2015 and this attracted the interest of many 
stations and participants. 

Korea (HL) 
HL0S, 6K0FA and 6K0DE operated 
in Seoul from the roof garden of the 

Korea Scout Association HQ. 
We gave a mission to participants while they are chatting. 
They were asked to combine the first characters of contact 
person's user name to make the word, 'JAMBOREE', and 
they earned a JOTA-JOTI Patch as they completed it. 
 

 
“….this is Seoul calling… can you hear me….?” 

 
 
Special appreciation to 
Mr. Sang Ho Shim, 
Deputy International 
Commissioner, Korea 
Scout Association. He 
invited us to the KSA 
HQ JOTA event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madagascar (5R8) 
Armand Anddrianasolo writes that 
the most exciting contact was be-
tween the Scouts of Toliara, over a 
distance of 900 km, with their 

friends in  Tananarive south. 
The new federation president Ny Hasina Rakotondrajao re-
ceived greetings by radio from the chairman of the ama-
teur radio association. 
The Minister of Tourism visited the “green station” pre-
pared by the groups 26 and 22 of Tananarive.  
International radio traffic was limited to reception only. 
Serge, 5R8GZ and his XYL planned a contact with Scouts 
in Tamatave, but forgot to arrange for radio propagation. 

participants: 573 

stations: 42 
countries: 15 

from the weblog 

participants:311 

stations: 13 
countries: ? 

Soyanara from Japan……. 
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In the future, Armand plans to decentralize stations and 
be present at several Scout activities like camps, training 
courses, expositions and manifestations. 

A radio-Scouting 
workshop will be held 
in December at a 
leader training camp 
for the five regions of 
Tananarive. 
Armand comments 
that information, cir-
culars etc should be 
send as fast as possi-
ble to allow time for 
distribution to the 
participating Scout 
groups. He is also 
looking for advice and 
partnerships from 
other countries. 
For the C3 challenge , 
two Scout units took 
part in an environ-
mental exposition of-
fering a “green sta-
tion”. 
During a training 

weekend for patrol 
leaders a discussion 
on the climate change 

was held via radio between the training staff and the 
leaders. In parallel, a guide was present in Copenhagen 
bringing thousands of signatures of Scouts willing to en-
gage in the challenge. 
 

 
Concentration….. 

Malaysia (9M) 
Zakran Abdul Manan writes: hear-
tiest appreciations to the Malaysian 
Communication and Multimedia 
Commission (MCMC) that has given 

16 special events call signs to 
every state in Malaysia. The 
call signs begin with the pre-
fix of 9M4SJx. SJ is for 
Scouts’ Jamboree and ‘x’ 
notes the state’s alphabet.  
During the 23rd APR Scouts 
Conference that was held in 
Kuala Lumpur from 27 Oct to 
1 Nov 2009, a resolution was 
accepted to promote more 

Radio Scouting activities in this region. 

Malta(9H) 
Not just a JOTA event, but much 
more..., writes David Schembri. 
Just as autumn started to chill 
noses and wet ones tents, the 

Fgura and 1st Cospicua Venture Units held a joint JOTA at 
the medieval St. John’s Tower in Vittoriosa, built in 1560 
by the Knights of St. John.  
Friday night, the old tower buzzed with action as the an-
tennas went up and the radio shack set up, and all 
participants were as excited as ever for what promised to 
be an excellent event and atmosphere. 
Suddenly, 
the heavens 
opened up 
and rain fell 
in bucket 
full’s caus-
ing numer-
ous tech-
nical prob-
lems such 
as “dead 
radios”, 
whereas 
transmis-
sion was 
truly im-
possible.  

Considered 
as being a, 
“JOTA disaster” and after many hours of trying to rectify 
the problems, it was decided to see things better in the 
morning, and after having a good night’s sleep.  
In the meantime and in keeping to this year’s JOTA envi-
ronmental and climate warning themes, participants were 
shown a feature film on the effects of deforestation and 
climatic change, a presentation that encourage concern 
and a healthy discussion amongst its viewers. 
After a good night’s sleep and a large fried breakfast, eve-
ryone was set for a full day of activities and repairs on the 
radio, with transmission resumed by Saturday mid-
morning, and contacts being made to most of European 
NSOs within the first hours. 
Alternating between radio transmission, abseiling theoret-
ical and practical sessions, and preparing lunch, partici-
pants logged in 29 contacts from 20 different countries 
keeping radio participants going whilst seeing the dis-
played world map becoming fuller with pins indicating 
their contact’s locations. 
“Akela, where are Alabama, Nicosia and Cornwall?  Does 
Zimbabwe truly exist?,  enquired the young cubs Scouts, 
all excited with contacts made. 
What is the temperature in Bavaria? Why is the time in 
Australia so much different from ours?, with “fever” reach-
ing its heights when contacts were made with South Korea 
and the Maldives.  

Some of the older Scouts had a long 
conversation with a leader from Aus-
tralia, whilst others communicated 
with the United Kingdom, Norway, 
and the Netherlands. 
“Pakistan”, somebody yelled from 
the other end of the computer room 
causing am immediate response 
from the other end,” I have got Fin-
land – and it’s snowing”, whilst 
another exclaimed, “Venezuela”, 
bringing the total number of con-
tacted countries made to thirty 
eight. 

participants: 881 

stations: 11 
countries: ? 

participants: ? 

stations: ? 
countries: ? 

Environmental exposition at 
the radio station. 

Listening to a QSO at Kota 
Samarahan in Sarawak. 

JOTA, a radiating experience….. 
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Scout groups from the San Anton School, Hamrun, Mellie-
ha, Gzira, Mosta, Rabat, Zebbug, Msida, Santa Venera, 
Birkirkara, Zurrieq, Zabbar, Fgura, Cospicua, Naxxar, 
Birzebuga, Xaghajra, Sliema, St Michael’s Collage, St 
Augustine Collage, and Dingli together with the Gozitian  
Xaghra Scout group flew the Malta Scout Standard, whilst 
promoting their Scout group, association and country, 
throughout the weekend. 
 

 
St. John’s Tower in Vittoriosa, built in 1560, on the air for 

the 52nd JOTA in 2009. 

Mauritius (3B8) 
3B8MSA operated in Quatre Bornes 
with 160 Scouts and made a most 

enjoyable con-
tact with 
Madagascar, 
wit Jos 
Nanette, their 
last Chief 
Commissioner. 
 
 
 
“Coffee break 
in Mauritius”. 
 
 
 
 

Mexico (XE) 

Scout group 6 participated from  
Zacatecas with their station 

XE2YWF. 
 
 
 
 
“Can I have the 
headphones 
please?... 
 
 

Netherlands Antilles (PJ) 

The excitement of having a live 
conversation with a fellow Scout or 
Guide in another country is the 
main thing that attracts so many 

youngsters to this event, writes Rolando Manuel.  
It is a real Jamboree during which Scouting experiences 
are exchanged and ideas are shared. JOTA 2009 was an 
awesome Jamboree where Scouts and Guides did their 
utmost to share, communicate and exchange ideas and 
learned a lot what do if there should be a Calamity. 

 
….don’t worry, this is an exercise…..! 

 

The organizing committee organized a project called - Be 
prepared in case of a Calamity. The committee initiated a 
project together with the Police, the Fire department, the 
local Red Cross and also the radio amateurs. All the above 
mentioned parties provided a workshop so that all the 
Guides and Scouts who were camping could learn what 
precautions to take and how handle in case of Calamity. 

It was a 
weekend with 
a tight sched-
ule and a lot 
to do and a lot 
to learn. On 
Sunday morn-
ing – simula-
tion day, all 
the campers 
got a dramatic 
weather report 
stating that 
very strong 
winds devel-
oped sud-
denly, much 
stronger than 

normally the case, buildings in the neighbourhoods of the 
camp were destroyed. And they also got a message that 
there were about more than 20 people injured lying in the 
surrounding area. All the Guides and Scouts got a badge 
in which was written which role they had to play. Some 
roles were the Police, Fire department employees, Radio 
amateur’s, Red Cross-medical assistants, first 
aiders, the Public, Ambulance employees 
and more. All by all this was a good way 
of putting their skills into practice, 
learning by doing. It was a great 
success and the Scouts 
and Guides had a 
good life learning ex-
perience. 
 
 

from the weblog 

from the weblog 

participants: 554 

stations: 2 
countries: 9 

“…we are reporting an accident. Can 
you send an ambulance please….? 
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“…CQ, CQ, …. zolang de zon blijft schijnen…….” 

“Show your hands ….what do you see? GREEN !” 

Netherlands (PA) 

PA6JAM/J 
was co-
located with 
the Dutch 

JOTI Control Centre (JCC) at a Scout 
group in the southern part of the 
Netherlands, reports Jan Kluiver. 
Here activities have been offered to 
the Scouts of the hosting Scout 
group. The radio amateurs had a 
comfortable time because of the ef-
fort the Scouts had put in acquiring 
masts for the JOTA antenna’s. Dur-
ing the weekend many activities 
have been deployed by the partici-
pating Scouts under the theme 
“Green greetings”. The theme en-
couraged participants to either col-
our their greetings to each other 
green or communicate green while 
creating awareness for the environ-
ment. Some groups have taken this 
literally by using communications 

equipment 
running 
from solar 

power.  
The Scout 
operator that controlled the 
opening ceremony on 80 meters 
received compliments from 
amateur radio operators as he 
was able to deal with the huge 
pile-up of Scout stations that 
wished to contact PA6JAM/J.  
Jan’s JOTA idea for the future: 
set up a world wide log on the 

web where JOTA stations can log their contacts. We have 
experience in the concept with a initiative of a ham who 
has made this logbook. 

We received official complains of JOTA stations. Many 
Scout stations and QSO’s have been disturbed by behav-
iour of German WAG participants on the HF bands. 
Scouts can be encouraged by providing a merit badge to 
operate a radio station themselves. One group is issuing 
the title “certified Scout operator” to Scouts who have 
proven by a sort of test that they have minimum knowl-
edge of amateur radio operations. These certified Scouts 
are allowed to operate an amateur radio station under su-
pervision of a licensed radio amateur. 
 
 

New Zealand (ZL) 

JOTA in 2009 was very 
ful, with far more participants 
than in previous years, writes 
Jim Parnell. Exact numbers are 
impossible to determine as 
many Scout and guide groups 
took part without reporting 
their activities to me. This is 
normal as in New Zealand, par-
ticipants do not need to register 
and they just take part in JOTA. 
For the same reason, it is not 
possible to list countries con-
tacted. 
The weather over the weekend 
was deplorable, with one group 
reporting that they had to 
cease JOTA activities at times 
due to the noise of the rain on 
the roof. 
As usual, the National System 
enabled UHF communications 

over the length and breadth of 
the country, and it was heavily 

used. IRLP repeaters enabled many contacts via the inter-
net with overseas countries. These contacts would not 
otherwise have been possible due to the poor conditions 
on the HF bands. Even so, there were some contacts were 
made on HF. 
 
Wellington VHF Group were again privileged to be involved 
in the annual Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) event, this year 
in its 52nd iteration. Once again our friends at the Pa-
parangi Scout Group were hosting a JOTA station at their 
Scout hall in Paparangi, on the outskirts of Newlands; we 
operated using the special call sign ZL2JOTA for the dura-
tion of the event. 
Mark ZL1VMF, ably assisted by Rob ZL2WAL and Tom 
ZL2TDD, arranged a JOTA station for around 20 Scouters 
from Paparangi, Newlands and Johnsonville. Modes oper-
ated included VHF and UHF FM, IRLP and Echolink; this 
year we opted to focus on those modes which the three of 
us could easily and rapidly deploy to the Scout Hall. 
The first task (as the weather closed in) was to have the 
Scouts erect an antenna pole for ZL1VMF's 3-element 2M 
antenna... the results were impressive - but not nearly as 
impressive as the work itself! 
 

”I'm not sure we'd ever seen anything quite so  
precarious ……!” 

 

participants:13008 

stations: 158 
countries: 73 

participants: 700 

stations: ? 
countries: ? 
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The finished product, however, was quite effective. 
With Marks FT8900R set up for 2M Operation, and one of 
the Group's Tait UHF's running on the National System 
across the other side of the room, operations began in 
earnest. Scouts who were not immediately on the radios 
were occupied with other tasks; some were working on 
Phonetic Alphabet and Morse Code stuff... others had to 
revert to board games for entertainment when the rain set 
in. (In fact, radio operations essentially had to come to a 
halt several times, due to the sheer noise level of the rain 
on the roof!) 
The master plan involved Scouts camping outside the hall 
in tents overnight on the Saturday, to allow the resump-
tion of JOTA activities first thing on the Sunday! 
Radio operations continued until about 2300hrs, at which 
point the radio operators headed home for a nice, cosy 
nights sleep in their own beds; the Scouts hit the Tents. 
Unfortunately, the wind and rain did not let up; by morn-
ing the inside of the Hall told a tale of broken tent poles 
and very wet Scouts! But smiles were still to be found on 
everyone’s faces. 
 

Jim ZL2APE, National JOTA Organizer, dropped in and 
helped us out for a few hours. Here he is assisting Scouts 
with contacts on the National System... Don't mind the 
Tait with its lid off, all was under control! 
 
Some of the Scouts were able to use their experience 
from previous years to good effect! A number were ac-
tually very confident on the radio - something that ex-
perienced JOTA operators may note with surprise. 
In amongst the JOTA activities I also managed to ar-
range a sked with PA6JAM, the Headquarters for Scout-
ing in the Netherlands, via Echolink. This was all the 
encouragement needed for me to dig my Echolink cre-
dentials out and connect to the service for the first time 
in several years. Using Cellular Broadband, Echolink 
was very successful. 
The JOTA station wound up just after lunch on the 
Sunday, with contacts having been made with Russia, 
The UK, Germany, the United States, the Netherlands, 
Australia, Chile, and of course other New Zealand JOTA 
stations. Several excellent QSO's were had and the 
WVHFG Team were given a rousing thank-you to finish 
up yet another enjoyable JOTA. We look forward to 
2010, and thank Paparangi Scouts for their hospitality. 
 

 

Norway (LA) 

No further details in the report. 
 
 
 

 

 
Eyvind running a QRP HF contact with a portable station. 

Oman (A4) 

CQ JOTA … CQ JOTA from Al-
Buremi CQ..CQ… CQ… 
This year is totally different in the 
way of number of participants 

and location as well, writes Hisham Badawi. 
Oman JOTA has its special ways in increasing the number 
of participants through using the popularity of this event 
and the result of hard work in previous years. 
A team of 18 qualified and experienced leaders worked 
hard to ensure that everything was ready. Eight of the 
team joined for the first time.  
A new Headquarter station was set up in Al-Buremi with 
special call sign A43JOTA.  
We shifted the main station with all equipment to the gov-
ernorate of Al-Buremi to ensure more participants around 
the sultanate. It was very interesting and a special ex-
perience to visit this important strategic place. 
The technical team prepared all equipment needed like 
the radio station, towers and antennas; we faced different 
kinds of difficulties but with eagerness we solved all of it 
in cooperation with the Royal Omani amateur radio soci-
ety. 
We distributed the duties and discussed all expected prob-
lems and how to be ready for troubleshooting. We pre-
pared the Echolink stations using ADSL services in a big 
hall where we placed 9 Echolink stations A47OS, A41NK, 
A41NB, A41NC and A45XK besides the main one 
A43JOTA. Also the Oman repeater was connected to Echo-

link for 48 hours. 
 
Official letters and 
vitations were sent to 
the Scouts & Guides 
units with in mind the 
target of introducing 
JOTA to as many 
Scouts as possible in 
the Al-Buremi head-
quarter station; in 
dition to a con-
able number of 
tors. An equal chance 
was given to the 
groups to participate 
in the event. Also a 
UAE Rover Scouts 
group was invited. 
 
The JOTA opening 
ceremony was held in 

participants:1597 

stations:     64 
countries: 19 

participants:  1868 

stations:    19 

countries: 124 

A47OS in action on Echolink. 
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the main hall under his Excellency Wally of Al-Buremi in 
attendance of 240 guests. JOTA was presented to them 
and they visited the exhibition and radio room. 
 

There was a huge coverage from the local media here in 
Oman before, during and after the event. Before the event 
different local newspapers and magazines in Arabic and 
English published articles. Meanwhile during the event all 
media sections were racing to announce news. An inter-
view with the Wally of Al-Buremi, participants and the or-
ganizing team was broadcasted on the 
National Channel of 
the Sul-
tanate. 
The 
newspa-
per arti-
cles dis-
cussed 
the impor-
tance of 
JOTA, not 
just to 
Scouts and 
Guides but 
to all Omani 
youth who 
deserve to 
have all available opportunities to know the world and dis-
cuss their culture and knowledge with their mates all over 
the world.  
 
Our JOTA/JOTI activities included: 
� Three workshops to practice the basic of electronics. 
� Electronics workshop: training participants to design 

and secure electronics equipment such as alarm and 
radio design. 
� Design a special badge for all participants in JOTA 
� Set a competition between commiserate which 

achieve highest number of participants and highest 
number of contacts.  
� A competition between rover troops around the sul-

tanate to achieve the highest number of participants 
and highest number of contacts.  
� Theme activities for the climate 

change challenge (C3): 
planting, beach cleaning, 
awareness campaign and 
competitions. 
Twenty 20 Rover Scout 
from the United Arab Emir-
ates Scouts Association 
visited the main HQ sta-
tion in Al-Buremi. It was 
such a wonderful visit for 
the first time. Our 
tion was near to them so 
we happily send them an 
invitation.  

52 years of JOTA were assmbled in a special exhibition 
displaying JOTA camps since 1991 untill now. The 
exhibition showed old photos, log books, reports, cards 
media coverage and words from vistors. It was 

remarkable to look at the 52-year history of JOTA. 
“We had an interesting and enjoyable time”, writes 
Hamish. It were 48 hours around the world.  The most 
important moment was when we made our first contact 
from the Harmez strip with HE8S and talked to the JOTA 
world staff;  then we continued on contacting more 

friends around the world. We were very happy 
to see how 
JOTA can de-
velop strong 
friendships.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peru (OA) 
Scout group Villa Maria 257 in 
Lima- Pachacamac, on the air with 

OA4DLE writes: We spoke about peace with a Scout group 
in Arica, Chile. It is important not to have wars, beacsuse 
some xenophobia existes between our countries. 
We did a good turn, by cleaning a park with all Scouts, 
which was conducted by the rovers, in addition to this we 
were camping in a children’s inn. 

from the weblog 

JOTA at Al Buremi in full swing….. 

Dignitaries 
receive the 
official 

JOTA cer-
tificate. 

“ Hola a todos….!” 
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Poland (SP) 
SN50RS operated in the JOTA 
from Ruda Slaska with 30 Scouts. 

 

     
”…yes, we are all looking at the big map now to see 

where you are….” 

Portugal (CT) 
The most exciting contact was 
between CR5ECH (CNE group 
1093, in Chainça) and the Dutch 
station PA3DAT (Vaandrig 

Lengton) where the local TV was transmiting and after the 
QSO they could hear themselfes via a web site. 
We dont agree with contests, writes Antonio, but some 
kind of game for Scouts with some kind of competition will 
be interesting, perhaps the “bingo game”. 
 
2009 was a very important year for radio Scouting in 
Portugal. The Government and ANACOM (the Portuguese 
Telecom) had published a new law where young people 
can achieve their licence at 12 years of age and where 
non amateur can send their messages under supervision 
of licensed amateurs. Now the special permission for 
Scouts send their messages during JOTA is part of the 
law, its a fight of more than one NJO, but finally it is on 
paper. 
Now  it will be possible, with the new law, to use 
Echolink and we hope to do that next year, 
concludes António Manuel Ribeiro da Silva 
(CNE). 
 

 
 
 

Jose Araujo (AEP) goes on the say that there were lots of 
stations, most of them using radio and Echolink, and it 
was really interesting to make contact with Scouts from all 
over the world. The national station was located in Sintra, 
near Lisbon, and besides radio and Internet facilities also 
had lots of other activities and workshops. 

 Fascinating Morse Code….. 
 

A District station located in Setubal had a radio setup 
powered with solar panels, an interesting way to 
participate in the Climate Challenge. 
This year we’ve created a badge 
to be used by all associations 
from all Portuguese speaking 
countries, for the first time ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

from the weblog 

participants:8936 

stations: 93 
countries: 23 

“The wireless telephone promises 
to exercise a more far-reaching in-
fluence over society than has been 
achieved by any other inven-
tion….”, writes Baden Powell in 
Popular Wireless Weekly maga-
zine, 24 March 1923. Little did he 
know of what was to come 80 
years later…. 
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Qatar (A7) 
A71A was on the air from Doha. 
The best contact was with Oman. 

The Scouts communicated with the largest number of 
Scouts Leaders and exchanged about the activities Aljutha 
and jute in the two countries. And we were able to acquire 
friends and new leaders, we will have constant contact 
with them, said the report. 
 

 
“….so, how are you, my friend? This is Qatar calling…” 

 

Saudi Arabia (HZ) 
From Riyadh, HZ1SBS was worked 
by many Scout stations around the 

world. 

 
HZ1SBS, very active on Echolink too, made contact with 

many JOTA stations around the world. 

Serbia (YU1) 
From Scouts at YU1AXY we read: 
we first met with Scouts from 

Tahiti at the 18th Jamboree 1995 in Holland. We looked at 
their wonderful folk dance. After the dancing with a 
Tahitian Scout, our girl Scout received a magnificent 
necklace. I took a photo of it. After 14 years we were 
thrilled with a contact with two groups from Tahiti. We 
consider it the farthest group we made contact with. 

South Africa (ZS) 
In the NW District Johannesburg 
(ZS6) the event was held at Camp 
Delta, Blairgowrie, Johannesburg. 
Scouts from other districts also 

attended bring the total to 35 Scouts. 
The station was a traditional HF radio rig with Yagi and 
inverted-V antenna mounted on a 10m mast as well as a 
2m amateur radio rig with Echolink. The HF Yagi antenna 

was supported by a mast was constructed by the Scouts 
present.  
Other activities included kit building, crystal radio 
construction, use of a heliograph, use of codes and 
ciphers, and the construction of a super-bright LED torch. 
 
JOTA ran successfully at Arrowe Park by 9th Benoni 
Scouts. 5 radio amateurs from the East Rand Amateur 
Radio Club set up and controlled the radio station. 46 
Scouts attended of whom 6 were young ladies. 16 Adults 
(6 ladies) helped run the camp. 
Despite a thunderstorm on Saturday afternoon, it was a 
good camp which every one enjoyed. 
On Sunday morning, we made contact with GB2GP 
(Gilwell Park, UK) via an echolink node in Australia that 
we had both connected to at the same time. Around ten 
Scouts got a chance to speak to the amateur at Gilwell, 
UK. 

 
Watching the birdie for the official JOTA picture. 

 
The Northern Natal District ran a successful JOTA camp at 
Hattingspruit Dam, near Dundee, Natal for the 1st 
Ladysmith (Cubs & Scouts), 3rd Newcastle (Cubs & 
Scouts), Newcastle Girl Guides, and the Newcastle 
Voortrekkers (Afrikaans “Scouts”) 
Many thanks to radio hams Ronnie ZS5ABD from 
Ladysmith and Johan ZR5JF from Newcastle for manning 
the station which consisted of two HF sets and an Echolink 
set. A huge aerial was linked to the radios, call sign 
ZR5JF, internet links were established and the camp was 
up and running! Activities included Scout bases at JOTA 
52, Climate change Water footprint, Orienteerring 
Geocashing / GPS, Trust Golden Challenge, Trail signs, 
Model boats, fishing, recycling, weaving and living 
gardens.  

 
At the radio-scouting dinner table: 

 “can you pass me the soldering iron please…?” 
 
Our weather at 18 degrees was cold and rainy. We did 
however speak to England where at 12 degrees they were 
having a lovely day, and Canada, at -3 deg, and were 
most pleased with their weather. We must be spoilt!  

from the weblog 

from the weblog 

from the weblog 

participants: ? 

stations: ? 
countries: ? 
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The JOTA log listed each connection, showing we 
contacted Scouts from all over the world! Links were 
made to Christchurch, Indonesia, Canada, UK, Mafeking, 
USA (not bad for a small campsite in Northern KZN!)  
Campfires always prove very popular in the NN district, 
and are well supported!  The cubs all had a great time, 
many of them enjoying their first (and defiantly not last) 
camp!  
Evan ZS6EVD reports that this year it was decided to 
arranged a station at the Baden Powell Hall located in 
Mafikeng itself and used only Echolink. 
Last year they had experienced high electrical noise at 
SCENE, the Scout camping grounds, but were not able to 
locate it’s source.  
Due to ADSL line problems plus a general power failure in 
the Mafikeng area Plan “B” was put in to operation. Evan’s 
laptop was put to good use. The lack of power also put 
paid to the radio station for JOTA. 
Although limited to how long they could operate, a few 
international contacts were made with Scout stations in 
Australia, Indonesia, Brazil and the UK. Several contacts 
with local Scout groups around South Africa were also 
made.  Evan was assisted by John da Silva (ZR6ANG) and 
was able to operate for most of the morning until the 
battery went flat. 
During the time of operation, Scouts from some of the 
local troops attended and, as usual, were very engrossed 
and involved, concludes Dave Gemmell. 

Spain (EA) 
This year had two special 
situations, writes Luis Pascual 
Martínez. the visit of three of the 
first Scouts (Rovers at the time) of 

our first participation in the JOTA: Pablo, Juanjo and Jim.  
And the second: the ability to speak with the World 
Bureau station; that for a few years was impossible to 
contact. The time we were talking to her was amazing. 

 
Luis at his station in Zaragoza. 

Sudan (ST) 
Magdi Abdelrahim writes that the 
most exciting 
contacts 
were 

with A71A in QATAR, 
KB2BS/MM, DP9S, 5B4LSS, 
A43JOTA, HZ1ZH, 
9H9QSG/J, PE2MC/J and 
GB2RUN. 
Magdi mentiones that a 
special call sign, ST26ASC 
has been applied for on 
the occasion of the 26th 

Arab Scout Conference 
that will be held in 
Khartoum, Sudan in 2010. 

 
Scouts in Khartoum on the radio and Echolink. 

Sweden (SM) 
Per-Olof Hansson writes: this year 
we had about 50 different stations 
participating in Sweden. Some sta-
tions had only 3 Scouts and some 

others had gathered the whole district. Most of the Scouts 
slept in a Scout house in the woods and mixed radio-
Scouting with normal Scout activities as camp fires, dinner 
outside, woodcraft and so on. 
A short story from the HQ station of Sweden: Friday dur-
ing the set up of anten-
nas and tent it was 
raining but the 
weekend was nice 
and sunny and we 
could cook our din-
ner outside. One of 
the boys had short 
swim in the lake 
and it was only 
about 8 degrees 
C in the water. 
As you under-
stand, the 
swimming was not 
meant to be….. 
 
To get the 
badges you had to talk to someone you do not know and 
at least say "Hello, my name is ...". 
We had a contact with a station in Stockholm and got a 
message from my friend Gunter from Germany (I met him 
at ERSIS in Germany some years ago). Now he was sitting 
at the HB9S HQ-station. A nice surprise and a funny way a 
message can reach me. 
 
Per notes that from Nordic point of view it is more inter-
ested to describe the participants as follows: JOTA sta-
tions, JOTA-JOTI stations, and JOTI stations, as we see  
Echolink as just a carrier for JOTA & Radio. 

Switzerland (HB9) 
Jonathan Kobel 
writes: we are 
pleased to report 
about a very success-

ful JOTA. This year again, there were new 
Swiss groups on the frequencies to hear. 
Together with the traditional JOTA radio 
tions there were a total of 13 stations 
throughout Switzerland. During an entire 
weekend, youngsters profited from a varied 
and attractive program. The different stations 

participants: 5 

stations: 5 
countries: 10 

participants: 165 

stations: 5 

countries: 37 

participants: ? 

stations: 50 
countries: ? 

participants: ? 

stations: 13 
countries: ? 

 Bergkvara Scout station cele-
brated 30 years with JOTA. 
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offered radio station games and GPS-activities. Like 
ways, these offers were fully appreciated. There were 
Scout stations on the different frequencies all night long. 
Scouts took the opportunity to talk on the microphone 
themselves. Although hesitant in the beginning, many 
new voices could be heard.  

The Swiss round early Sunday morning. 
 

This year the call sign from the Swiss Scout Movement 
HB9JAM was heard from the main station in Wetzikon 
near Zurich. During three days the Swiss Scouts could be 
reached by radio from all over the world. There were con-
tacts with Japan, the USA, Saudi Arabia, Norway, Portu-
gal, Canada, Turkey, Venezuela and many other coun-
tries. These conversations not only were great fun, but 
also provided and unique learning experience and an in-
teresting intercultural exchange. 
A highlight was the ride of a van that had a mobile radio 
and internet station installed. The vehicle drove through 
the country and visited each and every Swiss radio sta-
tion. This ride was supervised by the Scouts Flupy/ 
HB9KOM and Logo/ HE9JAM and could be followed live on 
an internet page where all the coordinates were uploaded 
constantly.  
The Swiss Sked on Sunday morning has worked well. Each 
station was there with big signals.  
As always, the German Sked took place on Saturday. The 
calls were initiated by the headquarter station in Germany 
and went to Swiss, Austrian and German stations.  
The JOTA was very successful and great fun. We would 
like to take this opportunity and thank everybody who 
contacted us. For the coming year we are trying to install 
even more stations and we are looking very forward to 
new challenges and experiences. 

Turkey (TA) 
We had a sharp rise on reporting, 
writes Savas Baran. But it is very 
difficult to have details. It was fun. 
We had JOTA in a Youth centre  of a 

Scout group in Ankara. There is a rise in the number of 
Scout radio amateurs but still we have support from key 
amateur operators.  
We are  very close to our 20th year in JOTA. I think 
that next year will be a celebration. 
We encouraged patrols to make a 
European-Region Lands of Ad-
venture project.  
I made a couple of newsletters 
and also a booklet with 73 activi-
ties for patrols around the JOTA 
weekend. 
We also participated in the Stand 
Up Against Poverty Guinness-record 
campaign.  
I hope next year we will 
find a way to activate 
Roman Signal towers in 

Anatolia, and we will find out how Roman generals with 
some short words sent a peace message from Jerusalem 
to Rome. 
Two groups completed the C3 challenge: 

DOGANAY SCOUT GROUP OF ANKARA 
SEA STAR SCOUT GROUP OF ANKARA  
 

 
Guides enjoying a chat with a Scout station. 

 
GREEN STATION Scouts leaders helped youngsters to par-
ticipate in the environmental game and prepared a mem-
ory game on Climate change.  

“Hi, this is my first time on the radio….” 
 
All  along the activity, only recycled paper was used. 
Participating Scouts signed up for the “My green finger” 
project about Global warming. 
Every simple informative poster was placed on an infor-
mation desk in the main room of the facility and a mem-
ory game was made with the posters, based on ten ways 

to reduce carbon emission. 
Ankara Doğanay Scout Group made the event 
badge for the 52nd JOTA. 
 
We have the experience of making a lamp pow-
ered with lemons which has enough power to run 
a radio. But it was not possible to find all parts 
on the weekend  so the Scout group who or-
ganized the event will make it in the coming 
days. 
 
Language problems prevented us to make 
truthful discussions about environment on 
the radio. We decided to make it with two 

patrols in Europe and later contact and discuss it 
on the radio.    

participants:1072 

stations: 10 

countries: 20 
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The greatest environment problem on cities is leaving lit-
ter in plastic bags on roads several hours before collection 
and people who collect paper, glass and nylon disperse 
those bags.  
Here is the Carbon foot print calculation of the ANTRACT  
JOTA station:  

Electricity 
Water heaters, Kitchen Equipment, Communication 
equipment, Lighting. 

Transportation  
Metro, Busses, Private cars. 

Food 
Breakfast, Lunches, Drinking Water. 

Total CO2 Emission Offset by tree planting. 

Ukraine (UR5) 
Both the UB4VWN/J (Svetlovodsk) 
and the UR4PWJ/J (Lutsk) broad-
cast networks took part in the an-
nual event, writes Leonid Pasko. 

The total amount of participants was 12. 
18 countries were contacted with over 82 QSOs being 
conducted. This included contact with JE7YSS from Japan, 
Operator Motoi and Operator Abdul HZ1DG/J from 
Khamis, Saudi Arabia. 
A frequency of 20 metres was used which enabled the 
networks of West Europe to be most clearly heard. 

 
Ukrainian Scouts posing at their station UR4VWN. 

United Kingdom (G) 
After a quiet 2008, it seems that in-
terest in JOTA has increased with 
many potential new stations asking 
for information in advance of the 

event, says Richard Gaskell. From the list of stations reg-
istering it seemed that many of these did progress to run-
ning a station but despite every effort to get them 
to submit a report the actual 

number received remains 
disappointingly low. If those 
who do supply information 
are representative of the 
rest then the variation in 
the type of event is fasci-
nating. The Technology 
weekend at GB2LC seems 
to be as popular as ever 
with almost 200 Scouts 
taking part. A very dif-
ferent combination is 
the event run in con-
junction with the na-
tional Scout rifle shoot-
ing championships 
where 750 Scouts, Ex-

plorers and their leaders attended, although the number 
actively involved in JOTA is of necessity much lower. A 
third event with high numbers found that other activities 
actually restricted the time spent on air by the Scouts.  
At the other extreme some stations found that only a few 
Scouts visited, sometimes because of distances involved 
and sometimes because of the school holidays.  
Now to operations. Several stations bemoaned the poor 
conditions and found Echolink a lifesaver with plenty of 
excellent contacts. Despite such difficulties experienced 
JOTA operators managed an impressive list of Scout con-
tacts over the weekend and managed to achieve the main 
aim - to put a Scout in contact with a Scout he might 
never have met otherwise.  
We ask stations to indicate which of their operators are 
Scouts or Guides and it is very encouraging to see plenty 
of youngsters with the Foundation Licence listed. Stations 
assisted by clubs often have the advantage of a perma-
nent club station and at least one such station starts a 
Foundation Licence course in the New Year with students 
mainly recruited at JOTA. 
I am encouraged by those who, running a station for the 
first time, are determined to run a bigger and better sta-
tion next year, says Richard Gaskell. 

Unites States (W) 
The most exciting contact was with 
the World Scouting Organization, 
writes Ray Moyer. During JOTA,  
Scouts operated from the USS 

Hornet, an aircraft carrier, the USS Claymore, a subma-
rine and the USS Yorktown. Scouts had a wonderful time. 
Scouts operated the radio as they were cooking turkey 
and dressing outside the radio tent. The hams were really 
hungry. Scouts in PA operated Scouts in Ohio and found 
they were talking to friends of their family who they had 
not talked to for a long time. 
Ray noted that there is a need to really contact amateur 
with details on how to put on an event. Too many QRP 
and CW stations and kids want computers and fun stuff as 
they say. 
He also suggests to split JOTA and JOTI. Make them dif-
ferent events with JOTI in February and JOTA in October. 
The C3 challenge was not part of the JOTA promotion 
package in the US, so no one participated in this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Yes, I can 
hear you quite 
clearly. We’re 
out on a camp-
site and run-
ning from a 
battery in the 
scoutmaster’s 
car. I bet he 
can’t start it 
anymore after 
we’re through." 
 
 
 

participants: 12 

stations: 2 

countries: 18 

participants:4798 

stations: 111 
countries: 36 

participants:5406 

stations: 1602 
countries: 26 
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Uruguay (CX) 
Scout group 996, Padre Juan Bon-
mesadri, participated in the JOTA 

with CX1AA. 
We organized a competition between patrols to see who 
could make more contacts on the radio. 
We learned the phonetic code, the Q-code and the J-code, 
necessary for JOTA transmissions. 
We prepared a sheet with the Scout motto translated into 
50 languages. 
 We had a welding shop with tin, where each boy was able 
to practice.  
We made medals in the shape of the fleur-de-lis, with a 
mould and molten lead.  

 
Now, soldered the short lead to the board…… 

 
Construction of a tower for radio antennas. The tower was 
constructed with wood and rope but the place from where 
they finally decided to transmit could not be used and we  
used a telescopic antenna. On Sunday we organized a 
soccer tournament with the presence of other Scout 
groups.  
Activities that we were outstanding: run telegraphy with 
Morse code, practice semaphore,  fox hunting with 
handies. 
We contacted group 51 "Domingo Savio" in Montevideo 
and the group " Niño Chasque" from Maldonado, with 
whom we had several common activities such as camps 
and competitions. 

World Scout Bureau (HE8S) 
To commemorate the 80th anniver-
sary of the Swiss amateur radio as-
sociation USKA, all Swiss stations 
used a special prefix in 2009. The 

World Scout Bureau's amateur radio station HB9S is a 
member of USKA. To recognize the USKA support to the 
Scouts, we used the special Swiss prefix HE8 for JOTA.  
 
The station was run 
by an 
interna-
tional 
team of 
Scout ra-
dio op-
erators:  
 
Guenter 
DL9BCP, 
Paul 

PA5UL, Klaus DC4NA, Yves HB9DTX as well as Yves, 
HB9AOF, station manager and Richard, PA3BAR, World 
JOTA Organizer. 
Guenter brought his special 40 m and 80 m vertical an-
tennas that allowed us long distance contacts during the 
night especially. Scouts from Switzerland, France and Por-
tugal camped out on the campsite and joined in the JOTA 
activities. 
HE8S spoke with some 450 radio stations in over 50 dif-
ferent countries. How do you do that with all those lan-
guages? Well, a Scout song is there in any language we 
soon discovered. So we had Greek Scouts in Thessaloniki 
at J42ASA soon in a lively contact with our Portuguese 

Scouts in Geneva. The Swedish "Happy Scouts" also 
checked in from an island north of Stockholm with SK0HS. 
Old and new friends we met all weekend long over the 
airwaves: 5Z4KSA in Nairobi, Shelly K2BS on a Mediterra-
nean cruise ship, former JOTA Organizer VE3MYF in Can-
ada, 5B4CSA in Larnaca Cyprus, and many headquarter 
stations of national Scout Organizations like A43JOTA in 
Oman, HZ1SBS in Saudi Arabia and VR2HKS in Hong 
Kong.  
HE8S also took part in the German and Swiss national 
round-ups. 

 
On the Sunday 
afternoon, Sec-
retary General 
Luc Panissod 
gave the closing 
speech that was 

broadcasted 
over shortwave 
and entered in 
a live contact 
with J5S at the 
Scout HQ in 
Guinea Bissau. 
 

from the weblog 

participants: 45 

stations: 1 

countries: 66 

Boys with their toys at HE8S. 

HE8S in full operation for the 52nd JOTA. 
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Weekly or monthly nets exist in which licensed Scouts meet on the air.  
Echolink is the basis for the World Scout Net, held once a month. Wouldn’t it be fun to meet new friends even if it is in 
the middle of the night at your location? This adds to the international atmosphere, as you often experience during the 
JOTA. Join in and meet fellow Scout radio amateurs world-wide ! 
 
Country day time frequency netcontrol 
Denmark Saturday 13.00 GMT 3.690 MHz   
European Scout Net Saturday 09.30 GMT 14.290 MHz  
Japan 3rd Saturday of month 23.00 local 21.360 MHz JA1YSS 
Norway Saturday 15.30 local 3.740 MHz   
Sweden Saturday, even weeks 15.00 local 3.740 MHz   
Sudan Friday 13.00 GMT 21.360 MHz ST2M  
United Kingdom Saturday 09.00 local 3.690 MHz G3BHK 
United States Sunday 20.30 GMT 14.290 MHz K2BSA 
World Scout Net 1st Saturday of month 22.00 GMT Echolink 131124 PA3BAR 

 

 
 

band phone (MHz) cw (MHz)  band phone (MHz) cw (MHz) 

80 m 3.690 & 3.940 3.570  15 m 21.360 21.140 

40 m 7.090 & 7.190 7.030  12 m 24.960 24.910 

20 m 14.290 14.060  10 m 28.390 28.190 
17 m 18.140 18.080  6 m 50.160 50.160 

 

88..  FFOORRTTHHCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 

The 22nd Australian Jamboree is being held as this report goes to print. The event is taking place at 
Cataract Park, South of Sydney, the place where the 16th World Scout Jamboree was also held in 
1988. The Amateur Radio station VI2AJ2010 has daily activities on HF and Echolink.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

More info on Scout Amateur Radio activi-
ties: look for the latest news on 
www.jota.sub.cc. 
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99..  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  JJOOTTAA  OORRGGAANNIIZZEERRSS  
 

This list contains the names of the active National JOTA Organizers (NJO), i.e. those who have sent reports to the World 
Scout Bureau at least once during the past two years. Packet-radio- and email addresses have been added where known to 
us. Information on JOTA is sent directly to the NJO’s below and is also sent to the International Commissioner of every Scout 
Association as well as to the World and Regional Scout Committees. 
 

Argentina : Mr. Alejandro Guillermo Afonso, LU1BCP, Libertad 1282, C1012AAZ Buenos Aires. 
     Email: lu1bcp@yahoo.com.ar  
Australia : Mr. Bob Bristow,VK6POP, Lot 32 Cameron Road, Gidgegannup 6083, Western  
   Australia. Email: bobbr @ westnet.com.au  
Austria : Mr. Ernst Tomaschek, OE1EOA, Bräuhausgasse 3-5, 4. Stock, A-1050 Wien.  
   Email: NJO @ ppoe.at.  
Brazil : Mr. Ronan Augusto Reginatto, PY2RAR, Avenida 1, 2091 – Jd Mirassol, Rio Claro SP– 
  13503-141. Email: ronan @ radioescotismo.com.br.  
Chile : Ms. Isabel Carreño, CE3TLE, Mariano Egaña 11578, C.P. 830-1707, La Florida,  
   Santiago. Email: ce3tle @ yahoo.com 
China Rep. : Mr. Chang Wen-Sing, 9 Lane 23, Sec 1, Chien-kuo N. Road, Taipei.  
   Email: wschang @ Scout.org.tw. 
Cyprus : Mr. Erricos Lanitis, 5B4GJ, P.O.Box 40216, Larnaca 6302.  
   Email: erricosphotoltd @ cytanet.com.cy  
Czech Rep. : Mr. Jan Havelka, OK1SZA @ OK0PRG, Platonova 20, CZ-143 00 Praha 12.  
   Email: dzavy @ dzavy.net.  
Estonia : Mr. Deivis Treier, P.O. Box 1605 Tallinn 10616. Email: jota @ skaut.ee 
Finland : Mr. Hannu “Banda” Rättö, OH7GIG, Rentukkapolku 3, SF-70900 Toivala.   
   Email: banda @ iki.fi.  
Germany : (DPSG) Mr. Jochen Sulovsky, DK8ZM, Friedrich-Ebert Strasse 36,  
   D- 64342 Seeheim-Jugenheim. Email: J.Sulovsky @ gmx.de. 
  (VCP) Mr. Christian Bischoff, DO2BCB, Fasanenweg 5, D-34346 Hann. Munden.  
   Email: DO2BCB @ DARC.de. 
Greece : Mr. Kostas Theologis, J41SEP, Ptolemeon 1, GR-11635 Athena. 
   Email: nefstathiou @ sep.org.gr. 
Hungary  : Mr. Péter Horvath, HA5CQA, Losonc u. 38. H-1185 Budapest.  
   Email: ha5mcs @ gmail.com.  
Hong Kong : Mr. Simon Ho, VR2EA, Room 1010 Hong Kong Scout Centre, South Path, Austin Road, 
    Kowloon. Email: simonho @ hkstar.com. 
Iceland: : Mr. Þór Þórisson, TF3GW, Fletturimi 2, IS- 112 Reykjavik. Email: tf3gw@simnet.is 
Ireland : Mr. Seán O’Súilleabháin, EI3IP, 14 The Crescent, Inse Bay, Laytown, Drogheda, 
   Co. Louth.  Email: jota @ Scouts.ie.  
Italy : Mr. Gino Lucrezi, Via Costarella 2, I-67020 San Pio di Fontecchio.  
    Email: jota-joti @ Scouteguide.it 
Japan : Mr. Yoritake Matsudaira. JF1HWS, National Headquarters, No.11-10, 4-chome, 
   Osawa, Mitaka-shi, Tokyo 181-0015. Email: saj @ Scout.or.jp.  
Madagascar : Mr. Armand Andrianasolo, Cité Ampefiloha Logt 288 
   101 Antananarivo. Email: narouvan @ yahoo.fr. 
Malaysia : Mr. Zakran Abdul Manan, 9M2ZNM, Persekutuan Pengakap Malaysia, Rumah BP, Jalan  
   Hang Jebat, 50150 Kuala Lumpur. Email: zakran @ gmail.com 
Malta : Mr. David Schembri, Triq IT Tempesta, Qrendi QRD 2404.  
   Email: davidschembri @ yahoo.com 
Neth. Antilles : Mr. Rolando Manuel, PJ2SA, Curasol kavel G-11, Willemstad, Curaçao.  
   Email: Roly1965 @ hotmail.com. 
Netherlands : Mr. Jan Kluiver, PB0AMJ, Raad van Europalaan 94, NL-2625 PC Delft 
   Email: jan @ kluiver.nl.  
New Zealand : Mr. Jim Parnell, ZL2APE, 87 Duncan Terrace, Kilbirnie, Wellington 6022. 
   Email: jim-p @ ihug.co.nz.  
Norway : Mr. Dag Anders Kjærnes, Ravnaasveien 87, N-1254 Oslo. Email: dagak @ online.no.  
Oman : Mr. Hisham Abdul Salam Badawi, A41XK, National Organisation for Scouts and Guides,   
  P.O.Box 1528, PC 112 Ruwi. Email:hq @ omanScouts.gov.om.  
Philippines : Mr. Arsenio W. Cortazar Jr, DU1AC, 181 N. Almeda Lopez St., Ermita, Manila. 
   Email: bsp @ Scouts.org.ph  
Portugal : (CNE) Mr. António M. Ribeiro da Silva, CT1DJE, Rua Marechal Gomês da Costa, lote 46,  
  P-1685-901 Famões. Email: ct1dje @ sapo.pt. 
   (AEP) José Araújo, CT1DSV, Travessa das Galeotas, 1, 1300-264 Lisbon. 
   Email: jose.araujo @ escoteiros.pt. 
South-Africa : Mr. Dave Gemmell, ZS6AAW, P.O. Box 77, Irene 0062.  
   Email: davegemmell @ bmknet.co.za.  
Spain : Mr.Luis Pascual Martinez, EB2FRM, C/Pierre Gassier 22, 4A, E-50018  
   Zaragoza. Email: malakk @ wanadoo.es.  
Sudan : Mr. Magdi Osman Ahmed, ST2M, P.O.Box 2, 11112 Khartoum Airport.  
   Email: ST2M @ hotmail.com .  
Sweden : Mr. Per-Olof Hansson, SM6SMY, Gamla vägen 36, SE-44632 Älvängen.    
  Email: per-olof.hansson @ telia.com.  
Switzerland : Mr. Markus Billeter, HB9DNA, Erikastrasse 6, CH-8003 Zürich . Email: jota @ pbs.ch.  

World JOTA organizer: 

Mr. Richard Middelkoop 
PA3BAR 
C. van Ramshorstlaan 13 
NL-3863 AZ Nijkerk 
The Netherlands 
RMiddelkoop @ scout.org 
 

HB9S station manager: 

Mr. Yves Margot 
HB9AOF 
69 rte A. Ferrand 
CH-1233 Sézenove 
Switzerland 
margoty @ mysunrise.ch 
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Tanzania : Mr. Hiddan Ricco, 5HTSA, P.O.Box 945, Dar es Salaam.  
   Email: tScouts2002 @ yahoo.co.uk. 
Tunisia : Mr. Lassad el Euchi, 3V8ST, Boite Postale 339, Tunis-Mahrajen 1082.  
   Email: Scouts.tunesien @ planet.tn. 
Turkey : Mr. U. Savas Baran, Define Sokak 2/11, TU-06540 A. Ayranci Ankara.   
  Email: umitsavas2000 @ yahoo.com 
Ukraine : Mr Leonis Pasko, UR5VKZ, Kirovogr. obl., Svetlovodsk, pos. Revovka, ul. Tel'mana, 2, 
    317000. Email: triphilon@gmail.com 

United Kingdom: Mr. Richard Gaskell, G0REL, 18 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH.  
  Email: G0REL @ care4free.net  
United States : Mr. Ray Moyer, WD8JKV,  303 Westover Drive, Euless, Texas 76039.  
   Email: ray.moyer @ sbcglobal.net  
Venezuela : Mr. Reinaldo Pérez, Avenida 103, Casa #27, Barrio La Coromoto, Maracay, Estado  
   Aragua, Codigo Postal 2101.  Email: jotajoti @ Scoutsvenezuela.org.ve. 

 
-------- STOP PRESS -------- STOP PRESS -------- STOP PRESS -------- STOP PRESS -------- STOP PRESS ------- 
 
Just before going to print, we received the following: 
 

Tunisia (3V8) 
For the 12th time, the Amateur Radio Club station of Tuni-
sian Scouts participated in the 52nd JOTA. About 50 
scouts, leaders boys and girls, gathered together in Borj 
Cedria to use the call 
3V8CB/J. 
The program of the jam-
boree was full of useful 
activities and work-
shops, such as, antenna 
workshop, local visit to 
the central radio sta-
tion 3V8ST and study 
periods about Echo-
link, Digital Modes, 
International Con-
tests, Packet Radio 
etc. 
The participants 
were able to make 
contacts with scouts from all 
over the world to exchange greetings, songs, make new 
friendship and to introduce their scouts' activities. Also, 

they were able to discover new countries and new lan-
guages. For some of them, it was the first time to hold the 
microphone and make a call on HF. But for sure, it was 
unforgettable moment for them.  

What is important about the JOTA in Tunisia is that all the 
participants are exposed to learn the radio techniques and 
principles regardless of their age or gender. 
Also, the Tunisian Scouts provides all the necessary 
equipments . 
An important thing we should add is that the number of 
radio amateurs in Tunisia is rapidly increasing and so is 
the number of JOTA participants. Nevertheless, the date 
of this very important event is an exam period for some 
students and pupils. 
Several radio clubs station participated in the JOTA like 
3V8SF from Sfax, 3V8SS from Sousse, 3V8SM from 
Djerba Island, 3V8SQ from Mounastir, 3V8SJ from Jan-
douba and 3V8JS from Touzer. 
 
In Fuzhou, People’s Republic of China, one Rover group 
took part in JOTA, supported by the Asia-Pacific Region. 
They mentioned that the most interesting contact was 
with ….. 
Scouts 
in Tuni-
sia. 
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